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All Hanse on deck for newcomers
The stunning new 415 cruising yacht offers inexperienced owners state-of-the-art sailing ability
MAKING its West Australian

BARRY
WISEMAN

The galley section
features plenty of
refrigeration and
the latest mod
cons for cooking.

debut, the Hanse 415 attracted
much interest tied up alongside
the collector jetty at the Fremantle
Sailing Club.
Its owners had not long
returned from their maiden
voyage after the traditional
pouring of sparkling wine over the
bowsprit and naming this 12.4m of
German craftsmanship, Misty
Eyes.
Its smaller sibling, the Hanse
400, has been a huge success since
its launch in 2003, with more than
700 boats located around the globe.
However, the 415 is something
completely new in state-of-the art
sailing. In fact, the userfriendliness of this sleek machine
is the very reason the new owners
decided to buy it.
One would think if you’re going
to pay more than $300,000 for a
boat, you would be a fairly
experienced mariner. Not so.
The owners of Misty Eyes have
limited boating experience but do
possess a strong passion for the
sea and sailing has been a lifelong
dream. They’ve started sailing
lessons and pride themselves on
being fast learners. They certainly
were very thorough in their
research and, most of all, have an
eye for quality.
After studying the Hanse sales
brochure, recognising the quality
build and reading the accolades
the 415 has received, they decided
to buy the boat sight unseen. The
finish is equal to that found on far
more expensive brands, plus the
price suited their budget. The
other major factor was the relative
simplicity of handling.
Six months later, the Hanse 415
arrived on the wharf and was
trucked to the Fremantle Sailing
Club where Hanse’s
third-generation Sydney-based
shipwright, Dave Griffin,
supervised the rigging.
Local yachtsman Peter
Robinson, principal of the
Fremantle Yachtmaster Academy,
is the WA contact for importer
Team Windcraft and was on board

There is a big saloon for entertaining.

to help introduce the new boat to
its owners.
“The Hanse 400 has been the
best-selling 40-foot (12m) yacht in
Australia for the past couple of
years, so the 415 has some big
shoes to fill,” he said.
“But she is well capable of that.
The boat is designed for fast, safe,
cruising for couples or families.”
A big attraction is the twin
steering system from Danish
manufacturer Jefa, and the
mainsheet system allows control
from port or starboard.
All halyards, sheets and reefing
lines run below the coamings to
the helm and are within easy
reach for manual or power-winch
trimming. Great for short-handed
sailing.
As a major safety feature, all
halyards are stored in their own
bins either side, plus the big
lockers for sheets double as
seating in the spacious cockpit,
which has a sturdy plantation
teak fold-down table in the centre,
complete with stainless-steel
handrails.
The imported Hanse 415 has
been “Australianised” with the
addition of a full-length bimini for
protection from the sun. With the
front clear section, the whole
cockpit is weatherproofed because
the coaming contour of the canopy
runs outwards so any rain falls
outside the cockpit.
The addition of zips means the
dodger and bimini can be quickly
removed to open the area up
according to weather conditions.
Waterproof, tinted polycarb
lockers are there to store car keys,
sunglasses, binoculars and the
likes.
For evening drinks or dining,
the cockpit is illuminated with a
stalk-mounted LED light which
clips into the tabletop, doing away
with unsightly power cords.
Simrad electronics, including
autopilot, are fitted port and
starboard, with the chartplotter
mounted to the rear of the table.
Another user-friendly addition
is the hydraulic fold-down

A twin steering
system is a big
plus for
short-handed
sailing aboard the
new Hanse 415
cruising yacht.
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The spacious cockpit, left, provides protection against our harsh elements while a
sturdy table, right, also holds the Simrad electronics. Pictures: Barry Wiseman
transom which converts into a
large teak-lined swim board, with
room for six bathers comfortably
sitting across the back. In the
upright position, it’s a secure
barrier against a following sea.
Tinted polycarb is also put to
good use in the construction of the
washboards in the companionway
leading to below deck.
Conveniently, they slide up and
down rather than being removed
and stowed. Likewise with the
hatch cover. It slides forward to
create plenty of headroom as you
walk facing the bow and down
what is a staircase rather than a
set of steps.
The Hanse 415 does come with
three cabins but the review boat is
the two-berth version, with the
owner’s cabin up front offering
plenty of space and a large double
bed. The second cabin is below the
cockpit floor astern, and there’s a
large galley on the starboard side.
There’s plenty of refrigeration
for long-distance cruising and the
new owners have set their
compass rose to take them around
the Top End and down the
Queensland coast once they have
mastered the boat.
The saloon has a U-shaped
lounge to starboard with a large
folding table in the centre. A chart
table and two lounge seats on the
port side can convert to an extra
bunk. Unfolding the chart table, it
connects to the main dining area
to accommodate a dozen people.
Timber is used to line the roof of

the cabin and the manufacturer
has included concealed recessed
finger grab rails so you can
traverse the boat with ease while
below. LED strip lighting also runs
along the recess and the amount of
light can be dimmed to maintain
night vision below while sailing.
There’s a full-sized bathroom
with a toughened-glass door to the
shower to help keep the rest of the
area dry for dressing. The boat
comes with a large blackwater
holding tank and a gauge is
clearly visible so you know when
it needs emptying. Plus it’s a onevalve opening system to pump
waste over the side while cruising,
or closed when directed into the
tank. It’s a great relief, no pun
intended, that this wastewater
system is now being done in the
factory by most major
manufacturers rather than
installing after-market and
complicated systems.
The Hanse 415 will be at the
Mandurah Boat Show in October.

LOWDOWN
Model Hanse 415
Price From $279,000; as tested
$345,000
Length 12.4m overall
Beam 4.17m
Draft 2.1m
Sail area 87sqm, main 52.5sqm
Power Volvo 40hp diesel
Agent Team Windcraft, 2/1714
Pittwater Road, Bayview, NSW
Phone 0428 912 099

